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country's Government* But Billow could not justify to him-
self a conspiracy with foreign Powers against his own
country, even in her own interest. Nor was he a modern
Talleyrand, And even if he had been, he would not have
found among the Western Powers a partner qualified to
engage in so mighty an enterprise. Their politicians in
power were at best correct mediocrities, with not a man
among them of the genius and daring required for a policy
that transcended the ordinary,

Blilow was symbolic of a large class of good patriots who
tried to reconcile their German nationalism with a sense of
European solidarity, and to avoid the political mistakes of
the past. Such patriots stood between two camps. On one
side of them were the Utopian pacifists or national maso-
chists, ready to go to any length in self-abasement and
self-pillorying in order to gain favour abroad; on the other
side were the unscrupulous adventurers who would stop at
nothing in their pursuit of power.

Not every patriot had Billow's good fortune in escaping
through death from the ultimate humiliating capitulation.
I may mention Moltke, the German Ambassador to Poland,
a reserved, refined, able, and in the best sense aristocratic
man. I had two or three talks with him on our Polish policy,
At that time he was very sceptical of the Nazi policy toward
Poland. He did not regard the Poles as treaty partners with
whom a broad peace policy could be attempted. His
opinion of Pilsudski, too, differed entirely from mine. He
told me of a talk he had with the Marshal in which Pil-
sudski gave him the impression of a dying man no longer
in full possession of his faculties- But Moltke, in spite of his
dislike of Nazism, played his part later in the policy that
brought the war.

There are officials who regard it as their duty to suppress
their own personality altogether. They will go so far as to
"submit with the utmost respect" that they differ from the
policy they are ordered to follow. Having thus "placed
on record" their dissenting view, they are content. They
have dons all that their conscience requires of them* and
caoi play their part without further protest even in a poScy
of which they deeply disapprove* But in this German